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a rebellion to get rid of our enemy, but under the
disadvantage of the lessened vigour left by pain. The
evidence of this rule appears to me to be altogether
inadequate, even where it presents a colourable aspect;
and to be encountered by unanswerable facts on the other
side. Bain lays stress on such experiences as the following:
that when we are cold, the first warmth of a fire quickens
our pace till we are in front of it and can spread our hands
before it; and that, at the first taste of a nice morsel in the
mouth, we smack at it smartly, and throw double speed and
energy into our mastication. But surely it will occur to
everyone, that these movements are essentially prospective)
instituted for the gain of pleasure suggested as within
reach, and not the mechanical consequence of the portion
of pleasure just past. The only function of the incipient
agieeable state is here to supply the promise of what we
like, and the same effect would ensue from any other
feeling or idea, however neutral, that placed us on the
threshold of the imminent enjoyment. In intense thirst,
for example, the sight of a glass of water, or the hearing of
a trickling stream, will stir us into eager action to reach the
draught. Perhaps it will be said that these perceptions are
in such case by no means indifferent, but in themselves
delightful to us, so as still to exemplify the rule. But they
are so only in the capacity of good news, and owe this
character only to our state of want: in this lies the real
spring of our energy in presence of the near alleviation;
and this is not a pleasure but a pain. Dr. Bam can the
less object to this interpretation, because he takes refuge in
it himself, in order to escape fiom a difficulty threatening
his law in its opposite application to pain. If pain induces
c cessation of energy/ he has ' to explain how pain, m oppo-
sition to its nature, initiates and maintains a strenuous
activity for procuring its abolition. In this case, the
operating element may be slx>wn to be, not the pain, but
the relief from pain. When in a state of suffering there
comes a moment of remission, that remission has all the